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020 lost year when all group events were canceled, 
or should have been canceled. Many who persisted 
paid a terrible cost in injury to their own health 

and their grandparents’ health. Conspiracy theories and 
some of the most epic fake-outs in history flew about in 
real space and cyberspace infectious like droplets of the 
plague. The Covid-19 pandemic was real if history rec-

ords. Be that as it may, ROARSHOCK PAGE  will not 

be going easy this August, instead let us have another 
section from a very long poem by D. A. Wilson. 

 

 
ANOTHER EXCERPT FROM  

THE ASBESTOS FILES 
 
 

History of the building 
and the maintenance 
of the United States 
in the twentieth century 
is mirrored here 
in the thousands upon thousands 
upon thousands upon thousands 
of files in this room 
working men of world ancestry 
dead, or sick and dying 
the victims of asbestos 
industrial technology and progress 
seeking money for themselves 
or their wives and children 
and for their attorneys 
the lawyers always get paid 
on any side 
of all legal questions 
a law of nature 
of the law. 
 
The Analysts. 
Such creatures 
as insurance claims 
analysts do exist 
and the one's here 
are big. 
Where did they find 
so many big analysts? 
There's the tall 

grizzled one 
who smokes outside 
the building. 
The prune faced one 
who wears suspenders 
and says, "Let the Hatians 
stew in their own juices!" 
The big beefy one 
in the dark blue suit 
with the New York accent 
who likes like 
Rush Limbaugh. 
Yikes! 
The fat one 
with the incredibly 
loud voice. 
And let me not forget 
the Amazons of Asbestos 
big tall women 
who tower over me. 
The blond one 
with the deep sultry voice 
broad shoulders 
and mile long legs. 
The dark eyes, full lipped 
Office Manager 
beautiful and mean 
she crinkles her nose 
cutely 
while she demands 
obedience. 
The wild eyed 
Supervisor 
on the edge 
of hysteria 
like a witch 
in Macbeth. 
The Boss 
is petite and silky 
blond most fair 
to look upon 
she must have 
a heart of ice 
and steel 
to run 
a place like this 
although 
a large salary 

http://www.roarshock.net


 http://roarshock.net/august.html 

ROARSHOCK PAGE, Volume 13, Number 9 will become 

available September 19, 2020. 

ROARSHOCK PAGE 

www.roarshock.net 

Published by: 

Roarshock 

North Beach Station 

P.O. Box 330108 

San Francisco, CA 94133-0108 

roarshock@gmail.com 

Copyright © 2020, D. A. Wilson 

full benefits 
and a pension plan 
are enough 
to motivate 
most people. 
  
The Temps. 
From four or more 
different agencies 
silent and grim 
in the antiseptic 
file room. 
The Temps 
are far more 
than the insurance  
agents. 
The Temps 
are working here 
temporarily 
because we can't find jobs 
in depression wrecked 
San Francisco. 
We work here 
for miserable pay 
and no other benefits. 
And grim silence 
and steady work 
are expected. 
But days go by 
and we learn  
each other's names 
and begin telling jokes 
and laughing 
and shooting the breeze 
we are not merely Temps 
we are each our own 
artist our own life 
he's a struggling songwriter 
he's an unknown screenwriter 
sh's just graduated law school 
she's a grandmother 
she's a Brazilian beauty  
who'd rather be home 
luxuriating in bed 
he's a tiny little gay man 
who came to San Francisco 
to be free. 
As we pull files 
the screenwriter says, 
"This could be worse, 
We could be burying bodies 
on a battlefield, 
but I guess, in a way, 
that's what we're doing." 
"A muddy battlefield." I say. 
 
 

— D. A. Wilson 
 

AUGUST ALMANAC 

08/01 1942 Jerry Garcia was born in San Francisco. 
08/02 2020 DAYS BETWEEN BEGIN 
08/03 2020 FULL STURGEON MOON 
08/04 1964 US warships falsely reported coming un-

der attack in the Gulf of Tonkin. 
08/05 1962 Nelson Mandela jailed in South Africa, 

and he was not released until 1990. 
08/06 1965 US President Lyndon B. Johnson signed 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965 into law. 
08/07 1786 The first federal Indian Reservation was 

created by the United States government. 
08/08 2020 DAYS BETWEEN END 
08/09 1995 Jerry Garcia died in Forest Knolls, CA. 
08/10 1948 Candid Camera debuted on television. 
08/18 2020 NEW MOON 
08/19 1848 The New York Herald broke news to US 

East Coast of the gold rush in California. 
08/20 1940 Leon Trotsky was fatally wounded by an 

assassin's ice axe in Mexico City. 
08/21 1791 A Vodou ceremony by Dutty Boukman 

marked beginning of Haitian Revolution. 
08/22 1864 The First Geneva Convention was signed, 

establishing rules of protection for the 
victims of armed conflicts. 

08/23 -20 Ludi Volcanalici (public games) held 
within the temple precinct of Vulcan by 
order of  Roman Emperor Augustus. 

08/24 1998 First radio-frequency identification 
(RFID) human implantation tested in UK. 

08/25 1835 Great Moon Hoax article published in 
The New York Sun, announced discovery 
of life and civilization on the Moon. 

08/28 1963 Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his “I 
Have a Dream” speech during  the March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.  

08/29 1997 Netflix launched as a DVD rental service. 
08/30 1574 Guru Ram Das became 4th Sikh Master. 
08/31 1936 Radio Prague first went on the air. 
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