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I 
ndependence Day 2020 and times have hardly, if 
ever, been stranger in the United States and all 

around the world. ROARSHOCK PAGE, published 

again outside our home base of San Francisco, here 
sheltering in the hinterlands, the outer hills and valleys 
of Martinez, California. Also, today we note the 80th 
Birthday of  American Soprano Helga Wilson, born in 
Timișoara, Romania on July 4, 1940. 

 

 
ANOTHER EXCERPT  

FROM  
THE ASBESTOS FILES  

 
 
On the twelfth floor all day, 
but never at night. 
High rise buildings 
never have a thirteeth floor 
respecting ancient superstitions. 
Twelve stories above  
the area known as 
Happy Valley 
during the Gold Rush 
where sailors boarding houses 
and poor family dwellings    
were crowded jambled 
into the sand and mud 
South of the Slot. 
Here diseases breeded 
and mice and rats 
and roaches 
and many a 49er 
(don’t forget 
to mention 
the fleas) 
and fifties frontier 
rover 
sickened and died 
and their ghosts 
filled the sky 
flowing free 
to heaven 
and the stone wheel 
in the sky 
turned another notch 

along the whirling vortex 
that is San Francisco. 
Happy Valley was not 
always very happy. 
New Yerba Buena Gardens. 
AIDS. 
Another great 
world commodity 
and in my time 
an ongoing plague 
epidemic 
comes howling  
out of the nineteen eighties 
and the marching ghosts 
of the dead and the dying 
and those who yet will die 
whirling along the streets 
of San Francisco 
for all time 
on their way 
to heaven 
shell mound 
of the ancient 
native tribes 
who fished and camped 
along the shore 
of the cove 
and threw the bones 
and broken beads 
in a pile 
and up the way 
they buried their dead. 
Out the window, far below 
the grimy asphalt 
of Mission Street 
across the way 
the stodgy old 
Transbay Terminal 
recently locked at night 
against the hoards 
of crippled homeless 
who had been camping there. 
I remember rushing there 
one night in the middle seventies 
the streets were empty 
when Dan James and I had stayed 
too long at the Great Dickens Christmas Fair 
and missed the evening's last BART train. 
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A hip black man named Earl 
offered to sell us drugs 
and warned us to be careful 
on the streets. 
There were no buses to Martinez 
so we called Dan’s older brother Mike 
who asked, “Why do I 
have to get you?” 
but he did 
and led us 
on youthful adventures 
with his buddies 
Greg of Olympia 
and Teddy Tim 
in Alameda. 
Another occasion 
three and a half years ago 
I rushed into the terminal 
to try and catch Margo Skinner 
who I was supposed to accompany 
on a trip to Sacramento 
to visit her old dear friend 
who was about to die 
of cancer 
as my grandmother died 
an ugly painful death 
many years ago 
only recently 
has my father 
spoken of it 
I found Margo and Fritz Leiber 
sitting on one of the old 
worn wooden benches 
Fritz with a Kool cigarette 
burnt down nearly to the nub 
held between his index 
and middle fingers 
“Well, I made it.” 
“Fine.” Fritz said 
“I’m glad you made it kid.” 
Margo said 
Fritz got up 
and with a wave 
and a “So long!” 
he walked out blind 
into the sun 
searching for a cab 
to take him home. 
And in the summer of ninety two 
after mountain rains and floods 
Esther and I arrived back 
at the Transbay Terminal 
in the middle of the night 
me with a busted up ankle 
the City eerily shrouded in fog 
we took a taxi home 
through the strangely silent streets. 
 

— D. A. Wilson 

JULY ALMANAC 

 
07/01 1980 “O Canada” officially became Canada’s 

national anthem. 
07/02 1897 Guglielmo Marconi obtained a patent for 

radio in London. 
07/04 2020 FULL BUCK MOON 
 2020 U.S. INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 1940 Helga E. Wilson was born in Romania. 
07/05 1950 Knesset passed the Law of Return, grant-

ing all Jews a right to immigrate to Israel. 
07/06 1865 First issue of The Nation was published. 
07/07 1585 The Treaty of Nemours abolished all toler-

ance of Protestants in France. 
07/09 1922 Johnny Weissmuller swam 100 meters 

freestyle in 58.6 seconds, breaking world 
swimming record and the ‘minute barrier.’ 

 1937 The Fox Film Corporation’s silent ar-
chives were destroyed in a vault fire. 

07/14 1789 Citizens of Paris stormed the Bastille. 
07/15 -484 The Dedication of the Temple of Castor 

and Pollux in ancient Rome. 
 1834 The Spanish Inquisition was officially dis-

banded after nearly 356 years. 
07/17 1902 Willis Carrier created the first air condi-

tioner in Buffalo, New York. 
07/18 1937 Hunter S. Thompson born in Louisville. 
07/19 1900 The first line of the Paris Métro opened. 
07/20 2020 NEW MOON 
07/22 1965 Daniel Wilson born, Walnut Creek, CA. 
07/25 1536 Sebastián de Belalcázar, in search of El 

Dorado, founded Santiago de Cali. 
07/28 1917 The Silent Parade in New York City. 
07/29 1836 Arc de Triomphe inaugurated in Paris. 
07/30 762 Baghdad was founded. 
 1733 First Masonic Grand Lodge in the future 

U.S. was constituted in Massachusetts. 
07/31 1492 All Jews were expelled from Spain as the 

Alhambra Decree took effect. 

http://roarshock.net/april.html
http://www.roarshock.net
mailto:roarshock@aol.com

